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On May 10th, 1773, the charges against Olive came
before the House in a definite form. Burgoyne, as Chair-
man of Committee, moved " 1. That all acquisitions made
under the influence of a military force, or by treaty
with foreign princes, do of right belong to the State.
2. That to appropriate acquisitions so made to the
private emolument of persons entrusted with any civil
or military power of the State is illegal. 3. That very
great sums of money and other valuable property have
been acquired in Bengal, from princes and others of
that country, by persons entrusted with the military
and civil powers of the State, by means of such powers,
which sums of money and valuable property have been
appropriated to the private use of such persons." In
moving his resolutions Burgoyne intimated that if
they were carried he would follow them up with vigour.
Olive, who was attacked by Thurlow the Attorney,
General, and defended by Wedderburn the Solicitor-
General, made a speech full of force and dignity. The
resolutions were carried; and, on May 17th, Burgoyne
gave effect to them by moving "That it appears to
this House, that the Eight Honourable Lord Olive,
Baron of Plassey in the Kingdom of Ireland, about the
time of the deposition of Surajah Dowlah and the estab-
lishment of Meer Jaffier on the musnud, through the
influence of the powers with which he was entrusted as
a member of the Select Committee and Commander-in-
Chief of the British forces, did obtain and possess him-
self of two lacs of rupees as Commander-in-Chief, a
further sum of two lacs and eighty thousand rupees as
member of the Select Committee, and a further sum of
sixteen lacs or more under the denomination of private